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dventures of an Iron

Brigade Man 4

By CAPT. R. K. BEECHAM, 2d Wis.

COPYEIGHTED, 1002, BY THE PUMN

TWhen the morning dawns July 1 we find

Gen. Buford oceupying this unique posi- |
With one small division of eavalyy, |

tion. :
numbering about 3,000 men, he ix goard-

ing the crossings of Willoughby Run on |

two highways leading into Gettysburs,
from a mile and a fourth to a mile and
three-fourths northwest of the town, with
Lee's whole army from four to 25 miles
away, every division of which is marching
steadily and rapidly toward him: with only
two Union corps in position to support
him, one of them, numbering 8,500 men
(Stannard’s Brigade not being with the
First Corps in the first day’s battle), be-
ing six miles away and the other, 10,000
strong, 13 miles distant. while the halance
of the Union army and the Commanding
General thercof were far out of reach and
in blissful ignorance of his situation. But
Buford never quailed, and Heth's Divi-
sion found him at his post.
THE BATTLE OF JULY 1.

The First Corps was early astir, and
as we marched along the Emmitsburg
Road in the direction of Gettysburg our
enrs were salutad with the first cannon
shots of the opening battle.  When we ar-
rived within about a mile of Gettysburg
we met Gen. Revnolds, who had returned
1o urge us forward with all possible speed
to the support of Buford. Thix was about
9:30 o'clock. Gen. Reynolds sat upon his
horse on the west side of the highway,
facing us, and as I marched near the head
of our column 1 had a fair view of his
fentures. The (General looked careworn,
sad and stern, but the high purpose of
his patriotic spirit was stanmped upon ev-
ery lineament. It was the last time I
saw him. He directed the turning of
the head of our column to the westwanl
and then rode forward to confer with Bu-
ford. Within a short half-hour later he
bad given his life for his country.

As we turned from the Emmitsburg
Road westward, =eattering =olid shot tore
through the tree-tops above our heads, re-
minding us that the battle was nearer
than we had supposed. Then Coi. Fuir-
child sprang from his horse, which he
gave to his hostler as he shouted: “Non-

combatante to the rear.” We marched
rapidly, loading our pieces as we advanced.
Five hundred yards from the point where
our Colonel dismounted brought us to the
crest of Seminary Ridge. Five hundred
yards further, and we entered the edge
of McPherson's Woods, on the erest of
a second ridge where Buford’s thin line,
which was holding Archer's Brigade of
Heth's Division in check, passed to our
rear. Immediately we charged into ;ho
wooids down the slope, receiving a galling
fire from Archer's men. Before we had
advanced 30 yards within the woods Col.
Fairchild received a severe wound, from
which he lost his arm. My regiment (the
2d Wis.) was in the advance. The other
regiments of the old “Iron Brigade”
formed to our right and lert, We held
our fire until within 10 yards of Archer’s
line, and then gave them a volley that
counted. From this point Archer's line
fell back, retreating slowly and stubborn-
Iy through the woods and finally across
Willoughby Run. We followed close
upon their heels, and crossing the Run
but a moment later, captured Gen. Archer
and about 300 of his men, partially shel-
tered behind a8 clump of willows, As
Archer surrendered his sword to Lieut.
Duaily, of Co. B, and it became certain
that we had won the first heat, one of
my comrades, Jonathan Bryan by nawme,
and by birth a Penusylvanian, ooe of the
best and bravest among the soldiers of the
24 Wis.,, while waving his hat in the air
as he cheered for victory won, fell dead
at my feet, shot through the heart by a
Confederate from the edge of the woods
beyond the field in our front. Comrade
Bryan was the unly man of our regiment,
1 believe, killed west of Willoughby Run.
We then recrossed the run with our pris-
oners.

When I visited this field in 1900 I found
no stone marking the spot where the brave
common-soldier fell, nor yet a moeonument
on the west side of Willonghby Run show-
ing where we captured Archer, neither a
line on our regimental monument, which
stands just east of the run, telling to the
world the important fact in connectinn
with the history of the 2d Wis,, that it
crossed Willonghby Run on the 1st day
of July and there captured Archer, This
oversight relative to our regimental monu-
ment arises from the faet that when our
Wisconsin monuments were erected, 25

ears after the battle, Col. Fairchild and
is hostler were the two men appointed
by Gen. Rusk, of Wisconsin, to represent
the 2d Wis. in locating the position
that said monument should occupy, neither
of whom were an this part of the field dur-
ing the battle, the Colonel having been
wounded in the commencement of the ae-
tion and his hostler having been sgent to
the rear with the Colonel’s horse (both of
which I personally witnessed), and was
not in the action at any time. [ was
living near Madison at the time, and tried
to obtain the appointment, but my appli-
cation was never even noticed,

After this sharp skirmish, which lasted
shout half an hour, there was & lindl in the
battle. We reformed our line in a posi-
tion to command the run, threw out a
strong skirmish line and proceeded to eall
the rolls of companies and take an io-
ventory of our losses. We had lost from
my regiment 116 men killed and wonnded
out of a total of 302 that went into the
action, including both our Colonel and
Lieutennnt-Colonel; but it wans only a
ekirmish.

While we lay in line awaiting the re-
aewal of the battle I noticed a soldier of
my company, by the name of E. 8 Will-
iams. who had been wounded some dis-
tance to rearward, in the woods. He had
secured two muskets, which he was using
for crutches, and when I Iast saw him
he was far up the slope, making his way
off the field without assistance, though so
severely wounded that his leg was after-
ward amputated above the knoee,

Before the battle reopencd word was
passed along our line informing us of the
death of Gen. Reynolds. He was killed
a few moments after we went into action,
a little to the right and 50 yards in front
of the point where we entered the woods,
& granite monument marking (in 1900), the
spot where he fell. This woods is now
ecalled Reynolds’s Grove,

Our Second Brigade of the First Divi-
sion, commanded by Gen. Cutler, had re-
lieved Buford’s men and defeated Davis's
Brigade abont the same time our brigade
defeated and eaptured Archer. The See-
ond and Third Divisions of the First Corps
extended our lines to the right and left,
making the whole hattle line of the First
Corpe over a mile in length, Buford
moved his troops still farther to the right
and to the north of Gettyshurg. We Lnd
then in line of battle all of the First Corps

except Stannard’s  Brigade), numbering
g,r.um and Buford's Division, numbering
8,000 or 11,500 in all, making no allowance
for losses up to this time, which must
have been fully 500,

Heth was soon reinforeed by Pender's
Division, which gave the Confederates
15,000, making no allowance for previous
losses, when the battle reopened along our
whole line, In the immediate front of the
position where I was stationed in Rey-
nolde’s Grove, Willoughby Ruon ran in
and out among the woods and willow
clumps, and as the Confederates moved
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| aeross the run we tried to make it inter-

esting for them, and 1 believe we partially
suceeeded, as it took them a full hour to
foree the passage. Then Anderson’s Divi-
sion reinforeed the Confederate line, giv-
ing Gen. il the full-strength of his corps,
and we were obliged to concede them 1|_n'
privilege of crossing the ereck, bot we did
not surretdder the grove antil hours later,
and after a desperate effort to hold it
From Willoughly Hun to Seminary
Ridee the distance is not great. 1 is 475
yards from the creck to the ridge at the
edge of the womls where onr skirmish
with Avcher began in the morning, and
00 yards from the cdge of the wods (o
the erest of Seminnrvy Ridge, | measured
this ground earefully in TN, because 1
remembered the ground as a good, Jong
two milis. The whole distance was less
than 1,000 yavds, but it took Hill's Con-

the railroad. These 12 guns, all of them
12-pounders, were brimmed with shell or
tripple-shotted with canister; they were
carefully posted by the best field artillery-
men in the army: every man was at his
station; they were awaiting this very op-
portunity. The charging Confederates
were brave men. in fact. no hraver ever
fooed death in any eaunse and none ever
faced more certain death than these.

Almost at the smme moment, as if e
ery lunyard was pulled by the same l_umul.
this line of artillery opened, and Seminary
Ridge hlazed with a solid sheet of flame
and the missiles of death that swept her
western €lopes na human beings conld en-
dure. At the first belehing of Ilu_- guns Il!“
Ilinding smoke shut ogt the view. _“ "
fell into line between the artillery sections
and assisted with onr musketry, keeping
up the fire till our picces grew hot and
the darkness as of night settled npon us,
Not a Confederate reached onr line.  Af-
ter we ceased firing, and the smoke had
lifted, 1 looked again, but the charging
masses were not there,  Only the dead
amd the dying vemained on the bloody
slopes of Seminary Ridee,

FALLING BACK TO CEMETERY HILT.

We had repulsed the enemy with terri-
ble slaneghter along our west front; but o
moment later some one shouted "'l.llluli
there! What troops are those?” pointing

to the northward.  We looked, aud the
valley north of the village seemed alive
with advancing troops bearing above them

trivmphantly the saucy battleflags of the
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federates five weary hours to travel it,
and then they did not quite reach it. Many
of them never got out of the wooids.

GEN, HOWARD ARRIVES.

A little before noon Gen, Howard ar-
rived on the field in advance of his corps
(the Eleventh), and assumed command of
the field. From the cupola of the Luth-
ertn Seminary Gen. Howard viewed the
ficld and the situation, IfIe saw at a
glance the wonderful strategic conforma-
tion of the country south of Geityshurg,
with its bold ridges and commauding hiils,
that impressed Reynolds when he sent the
dispatch to Meade, “The hights of Gettys-
burg is the place for the battle,” and he
resolved at onece to do his utmost in fight-
ing the mighty gawe to a suceessful finish
that Reynolds and Buford had =0 heroical-
Iy begun. He therefore directed the First
and Third Division of the Eleventh Corps
es they came up to extend our right sorth
of Gettysburg to Rock Creek, placing his
Second Division in reserve on Cemetery
Hill, knowing that it would be necessary
to retire to that position ere reinforce-
ments could arrive. This was a wise and
soldier-like movement on the part of
Howard, ns was afterwards demonstrated.
Howard’'s two divisions gave us an ad-
ditional strength of 6,300 men, making our
ggg‘rognte battle strength on July 1, 17,-

In the meantime Rodes's Division from
the north and a little later Early's Divi-
sion from the northeast strengthened Hill's
lines, giving him an aggregate foree of

.

Lee's strategy consisted in getting the
most men to a given point and getting
thern there first. In this instance he was
suceessful, and, as & matter of conrse,
it worked grently to his advantage,
Meade's strategy consisted in waiting for
Lee to find him and assail his position,
and in this instupee, but for the interposi-
tion of Providence, Howard's foresight
and splendid fighting sll along the line,
it would have worked us untold disaster.

S0 we fonght on. It was well for the
Union couse that day that the men of the
First and Eleventh Corps did not know
that Gen. Mende was monkeying aronnd
Double Pipe Creek, waiting for something
to turn up. Every man on the Gghting
line supposed there was unity in this ac-
tion and thut Gen. Mende with his whole
army would soon be with us,

Out on the west front we had at Jast
been driven from Reynolds’s Grove, nbont
3:30 p. m., and the lines to our right and
left secmed to be giving way. After
abnndoning the woods, there was but one
ogher position short of Seminary Ridge
that we attempted to hold. It was in the
hollow between the two ridges, 250 yards
from either. This position we held for
a ¢hort time, giving the Confederates a
hot reception as they came out of the
woods., Behind us, on the ridge, was our
artillery, but not suffciently elevated to
fire over us with safety—besides, the hol-
low soon became too hot to hold us, Then
we made n dash for the erest of the hill,
where the artillery counld nssist us., I
my recollection is not at fanlt, we passed
over that last 250 yards much more rapidly
than over any other portion of the jonrney
from Willonghby Run to Seminary Ridge.

The Confederates were moving down
the opposite slope when we started, and
immediately divined our intention. They
geemed to think it would he nice to run
in under the cover of our batteries with
us, and they made a lively effort in that
direction. It became at once a life-and-
death raee for all of us, Any man left on
the fnce of that hill when the artillery
opened with canister would fight no more,
It was certain death to any comrade dis-
abled in that wild rush; a wound, a slip
of the foot, a misstep were fatal. We
must get inside the range of those gaping
mouths ere they beleh their fire, or we
are doomed, How many of my ecomrades
were left behind in that awful race, God
only knows! T only know that 1 got in
and had time to tuke one hasty glance bhe-
hind. Our boys seemed safe; there were
a few in a kind of fringe hanging between
the battery sections that the gunners were
swerving their pieces to avoid, but further
down—two-thirds the way of the hill—
came the Confederates, yelling like de-
mong, in 4 mad charge for our guns.

We had struck the crest just north of a
small building which stood near the north
end of the Seminary and about 40 yards
south of the Chambersburg Pike. Here
was stationed one section of Stevens's Hth
Me. Battery, the other sections being sta-
tioned one north and the other south of
the Seminary Building. Aecross the Cham-
bershurg Pike were stationed three puns
of Battery B, 4th 1. 8. Art,, in half bat-
tery, the other half battery being sta-

|'titnma«l 100 yards further north and beyond
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SCENE OF FEARFUL SLAUGHTER.

front  had  been  trned and that the
Eleventh Corps had been swept from ifs
position. For us there was but one thing
to do, and we must Jdo it quickly.  From
our pesition Gettysburg was 700 vards
sonthenst of us (1 have sinee mensured the
distancesr,  The Chambershnrg Pike was
wide and smooth aud down hill all the
way, and we made good use of i, The
artillery had the right of way by virtue
of the power to possess it, and they droyve
their horses at a pace that would have
surprised John the mad driver of old, The
retreatl must have been going on for some
time while we were repulsing the last
charge of the Confederates on Seminary
Ridge, for Gen. Doubleday, who eommumd-
ed onr First Corps, in a little hook that
he wrote an this subject o few sears after
the war says:

“I waited until the artillery had gone,
and then rode back to the town with my
stafl. As we passed throngh the streets,
pale and frightened women ciime ont and
offered us coffee and food and implored
us not to abandon them. * = ¢ The
First Corps wax broken and defeated, bt
not dismayed. There were but few Jeft,
but they showed the true spirvit of sl
diers. They walked leisurely from the
Seminary to the town, and did not run.”

It would be interesting to one old sol-
dier to know where Gen. Doubleday

did not wait a second. but dashed down
the Chambersburg Pike, and while
ning my best the artillery pnssed me. but
I did not gee Gen. Doubleday and his
stafl waiting along the pike.  Of conrse,
it stirs the heart of an old soldier to have
his (General speak in word= of commenda-
tion of himeelf and comrades: neverthe-
less, T must eonclude that some of ns left
Seminary Ridge sometime after onr Gen-
erul, for when we arrived in the town,
there were no “pale and frightenecd women
on the streets”” with coffee and cookies
for us. They hud exhausted their supply
before our arrival and bad gone into theie
houses, as any sensible “pale and frighten-
ed” lady would have done under the same
circumstances, to prepare a fresh supply,
In faet, the streets were no places for
women then.

It was all vight, and a good thing for the
First Corps and the army, that Gen.
Doubleday did not remain too long, for he
wis a good soldier, and the conntry needed
his wervices, aud iz one of the facts of
history that we lost in prisoners taken hy
the enemy that 1st day of July from the
First and Eleventh Corps about 2,000
men, most of them captured in the town
after Daoubleday had ridden through and
out uf it.

The boys soid they got tangled up in
the names of the brigade commanders of
the Third Division of the Eleventh Corps
—Gen. Von  Schimmelfennig and ol
Krzyzanowski; but that was a soldier's
joke. We became badly tangled up, all
the same, and many a brave man went to

Richmond and to his denth on saccount
thereof,
When we reached the town the Con-

federates were already in possession of
the northern and enstern portions. (iens,
Howard and Doubleday were then on
Cemetery  Hill, where they shonld hive
been, reforming their shattered lines to
meet Lee's expected attack on thelr posi-
tion there; but had they, or either of them.
taken the precnution to plant a few picces
of artillery in positions to sweep the
streets of Gettysburg, supported by de-
tachments of infantry, under officers with
stuying qualities, to cover our retreat.
many of our men might have been saved
from captiviiy, who, conditions being other-
wise, were lost. When 1 reached the
town the Confederates were having overy-
thing their own way. Those of us who
could get throngh rejoined our commands
on Cemetery Hill, and those who were
headed off and picked up by the Confed-
erntes went to Richmond. It was 4:30
o'clock p, m., and the battle of July 1 was
aver,

LEE'S GREAT MISTAKE.

Lee was a man of fenim. . great man,
Great men are apt to make great mis-
takes. The pages of history are replete
with illustrations of this fact, and the
great Confederate commuander wns no ex-
ception to the rule. Honored by the peo-
ple, educated at the expense of the Gov-
ernment, made great by the Republie, he
had drawn his sword against her in the
hour of her peril and had become her
greatest adversary. This was the great
mistake of his life. A wan who could
thus desert a Nation dedicated to Liberty
foremost in progresgive civilization an
leader of the world in the arts of pence,
to swear allegiance to decrepid nqu Vir-
ginia, the mother of the abomination of

the age and the

“waited until the artillery had gone” T/

run- |

| ditions=, It

1

| Dronalile

Confederacy, and we knew that onr north | Bufonl’s Division g

ing ground of hu- LM

man chattels for the marts and shambles
of the cotton States,y in her mad effort
to become the cornerstome in an wedifice
of State to be erected on the foundation
of slavery aml oppression, must have pos-
sessed n large supply of human weakness
and baperfection somewhere in his make
0. Such o oman can gever take his place
in the pages of Listopy ag one free from
guile aud perfect in lhum;rnl and in deed.

Lee was n great Genergl, He was the
idol of his army and

abandoned his defensive policy and enr-
tied the war into the, Nogth he made his
great military mistake, . _This  mistake,

| huwever, was in the live of action and in

conformity with his amhition and  his

genins,

“There is a tide in the affairs of men
Which, taken ot the flood, leads on to for
tune.”

Lee had made every preparation to ride
the floodtide of fortune.  Behind the Rap
pihannock’s protecting hills he had mar-
shuled an army that was the pride of his
muhitions heart and the hope renewed of
the Southern Confederaey.  He was plag-

the inspiration of |
| the slave-holders' rebellion; but when he

ing a bold game for a stapendons stake,
IMig lientenants were Genernls of marked
ability, tested and temperved in the fiery |
ordeal of Lattle.  To him and to his cause
they were known to be true as refined
steol,

was ready to do amd dare every harvdship
of muarch, every danger of battle that |
their grent chieftain thought necessary to
order,  No army in the world sinee the |
diays of Alexander the (Gireat was ever
held more completely in the power of one |
directing hamd.
Alexander ever stond among his Generals
s suprenely their leader and their chier

Lain.

In every movement he bad handled his
divisions with consummate skill.  He had
moraled Hooker and invaded Penn
. withont a battle. Tle had ont
tled Meade and his ecorps  commznd-
ers by Keeping his own army well in|
hand, while he separted the Union eom-
manders widely one from the other. He
wonld meet apd defeat the corps of the
Union army in detail, amd sweeping the
lust opposition from his path, swoon down |
upon onr Natiounl Capital and, Inying the |
archives of the Republic in ¢ ,ddietats |
terms of peace to o Nation hmilisted and
overthrown, therehy estalblishing the su- |
premacy and independence of the Confed-
Crney.

Nuch was the dream of vietory that
swelled the prond heart of Robert B, Lee,
and inspired Iis warriors for battle as he
met our thin eolomns—a fonrth of our
army—at Gettyslnrg,

Up to & o'clock po omu July 1, Lee hnd
everything his own way, except that the
first detail trom the Army of the Poto- |

muoe hud pot onp oo hght that saeprised |
him, Nevertheless, they had been t]ru'vll|
from their first position, amd  folly #X- |

pected 1o bheattacked in their second, but

e establixhed his  headguarters on the
Chambersburg 'ike, just over Sceminary
Ridge, mml for the time being seciped per-

fectly satistied with whnt ghis army  had
acemnplished. This was Lee’s great mis-
toke of the campaign Vhy he did not
follow np the advantage giined with bis
wonted vigor is beyomd the comprehen-
sion of every one failinr with the eon-
would sepm that the finger |
of God had paralyzed his brain in the
very moment of vietory.

It may be said that Lee's army was weary
with its long marveh, wud with the battle
that had been so stubihornly contesteds bt
what was the condition of Howard's and
ax’s forces on the opposing  line
at the same hour? In, the hattle just end-
ol they had lost nearly halt their nomlher,
lost, 400, the Piest
th Corps 2,600, op |
andy after suffering
defeat, thes awalt

Corps 5,000, the Eleve
an a et af KON,
the discanragenwent of,
vl the renewed ongel of gheir \'in-f.urin.1|'|
appeitents,  while they prayed that Lee
would do exactly what he did do—give s |
a vest ontil Meade arvivesl with the re
mailer of the Army of the Potamae. |
In Jine on Cempotery Hill there were Bu-
ford’s Dhiviglan, 20500 steong: the First
Carps, 3000, qud the Eleventh Corps, 7,-
200, the rewinants of the divisions that
bore the hrunt of hattle on the Tst; in all,
12700 men. To these may be added She- |
cum’s Twelfth Corps, nnmbering 8,559, |
which srrived on the ground abont the |
time of our retreat to Cemetery Hill, mnl]
extended our line to the vight along Cuolp's |
Hill to Rock Creek., 'Thix gave an entire
force, counting Buford's Cavaley  Divi-
sion, of 21,250, and there was pot another
regiment of  Union troops within  eight
hours' warch of our position.

At 5 o'elock peom. there still remsnined
Letween threee and four hours of daslight.
Lee had in line of hattle ot that moment
not less than HS0000 men. What his
lostes were during the day's fizhting we
linve no menns of knowing, bt one of his
division commanders ever having wade a
report.  Gen. Heth, whoege division open-
od the battle with Buford and wons after-
ward met by the st Division (Wails-

waorth's) of the First Corps, says in his
report of the battle:  “In less than 25
ninutes my  division lost i Eitled  and
woutiled over 2700 men”  From  this

we muy assiume that Lee's loss was «
Iy us <evere as onrs, for he hnd five divie
sions engnged, bt his troops were inspir-
ol by victory, while onrs were depros
with defeat.  IHis army was nearly oll on
the gronnd, while anly one-thisl of ours
was there to ameet him,

He failod to renew the attack, and we
are willing 1o give God the glory,

MEADE'S STRATEGY,

Gen, Reynold’s dispateh, sent hefore 10
oJduly 1, stating that the hizhts of
Gettyshurg was the place for the battle,
veached Gens Mende at Tunevtown just
% soon as o good horse could carry it to
him, probabily by 1 o'clock., Did Gen.
Meade order his army to Geltyshurg? No:
he expected Lee would attnek him at Don-
ble Pipe Creek, if he wouli] give him time;
s, instead of making sn effort to support
Reynolds in his position there, he con-
cluded Reyeolds would support him in Lis
chosen position after Reynolds was beat-
e, That was Meade's strategy.  But he
did oue thing that brought about a salu-
tury resalt; he ord Gen, Hancock to
vide to Gettyshurg, view the situation, and
report. ?

Mewde was not a great General,
hnd been in commpand of the Aviny of the
Potomac less than four days: in faer, he
was then only nowinally in comunand.  He
didd not know hig army, and the army,
outsitle of the Filth Corps, knew bat very
little of him. Fach corps communder
geemed to have a general iden of the sit-
wtion and what he was expected to do
or what he ought to do’ it the premises,
and he acted according to the light he
possessed, It was Providenee more than
anything else that brought Slocum 1o
Howard's support at Gettysburg on July
1, and in thiz instance Slodum was not so
very slow, but the swiftest of all, and the
first to cowe to our ascistance,

We Lind a splendid army, but no leader,
amd the danger was that Lee, by his su-
perior generalship, wonld defeat us in de-
tuil.  With the Army of the Potomae
united, we were able to defeat Lee's army
without a leader, but woyld Meade dis-
play suflicient generalship to unite his

e

army? That was the all-important ques-
tion, Gen, Mende Incked confidence in
his own ability.  In plein Eogligh, he

was afraid of Lee.  Very likely he had
good and suflicient veasous to fear Lee's
soldierly qualitivs.  Probaidy every prom-
inent General in the Army of the Potomue
considered Lee superior as a general to
Meade or to himself, but that fact did not
deter Reynolds from letting him know
that he wus on earth and doing lis hest
to put up a winning fight, It did not de-
ter Howard from taking up the batile
where Reynolds laid jt down with his life
and making every effort toward a sol-
dierly disposition of his small force to
hold Cemetery Hill ns long as good fight-
Ing could Lold it, It did not deter Slo-
cum from marching his corps to the as-
sistance of thoso already there on the
field. It did not deter Hanecock from

riding to Gettysburg in response to Rey-
nolds's dispatch and Meade's order, and
reporting forthwith to Meade by another
ghg:tch to the effect that Reynolds was

‘Pmbnbly there was no time in the his-
tory of the Army of the Potomac when it

His officers were brave and etli | 00 house,
cient, and every man in his mighty :|rn|_\'l

| hattle,

Na leader of men exeept | the position they  then

L other side,

| nenrly sundowin.,

in greater need of &

direct inter|for further particulars, 1

position of the hand of God in its behalf
than at § o'clock in the afternoon of July
1, and Lee's inaction at that time, a weak-
ness so foreign to his character, seems to
hiave been in answer to that trying need.
He waited, and while he waited our army
concentrated.

Gen, Haneock arrived at Gettyshurg a
little before 5 o'clock. e assisted Gen,
Howard in forming his lines of defense
anid sent a dispateh to Gen. Meade to or-
der the army forwiand. Here Gen, Han-
cock became for the time being the Com-
manding General.  Gen, Meade had no
choice in the matter. He had left the sit-
nation to Hancock's judgment, hoping. no
donbr, that he wonld decide against Get-
ty<hurg for the battlegronmd. but when he
decided in s favor Meade was compelled
to reinforee Lim,

When Meade received Tlancock's
pateh, about 8 o'clock in the
Huncock was then ot Gettyshorg
muking preparations for the battle
coming day; so Mende issued the

|]il(-l

--nl--r[

for every absent corps to advance with all |

possible haste,

Gen. Mende and staff penched Goertys.
burg nhont widoight, when he establishod
his  heAdguartiers in a little old  frame
building on the west side of the Tuney- |
town rond, 3000 yaeds enst of the orest of
the sonthern prolongation of Cemetery |
amd abent 400 vards south of the |
gote of the Cometory.  The same
or shoek, stoom] there in 10000 |

After the arvival of Gen. Mende on |
the field u conncil of war was held by the |
Union Generals then present: at which !
couteil Meade gave it as his opinion that |
Gettyshurg was not the plioce to fight ol
His Generals, however, withont
a dissenting voice, fuvored no retrent (rom
hielld to llullln]l-i
Pipe, Single Pipe or any other Pipe with- |
ont @ fight, amd Gen. Meade wa
pelied to give his eonsent and assist
to the hattles that followed,

(To be continued.)
e
Snake Creeck Gap.

Eprror Natioxan Twinexe: In the ie-
sue of Aug. 14 F. H. Wagner, of Co, D,
Uth 11, gives an Aecotinil ve (e tebissism soe s
hiollding of Sunke Creck Gap, Ga. e
says: "W ommde a night march to the
citranee of the gap.  Oune short hour for
rest was given.  Nerg't Mualler, with 16
picked men, was detailed to take the ad-
vanee in the dark aud frowning gap, of |
which only five retnrned. At the west emd
of the gap the rebel pickets were com- |
pletely surprised and their horses seized |
without o shot being fired.  When half
wuy through the gap we met a relief rnrrn-]
and our advance mde @ dash at them and |
followed closely on their heels into a large
tebel camp.  In the fight that followed
our en drove them from their enmp into
an open space  of abont 200 aceres, and
over this epen space the 9th 1L charged,
driving the rebels into the womds on the
They ook shelter behingd trees
and rocks,  We dismonnted gud held them
until we were reinforeed by the Soth 1L

Now, nearly all of this differs from what
I think are the facts.  While Sherman
wias engaging the enemy at Tunnel Hill
and B 1 Roost, Gen, Mel*herson fook
two divisions of the Sixteenth Corps and
uarched for Snake Creck Gap, some 16
or 18 miles south of Taunel Hill, On May
9 the 39th lowan, of the Third Brigade,
Secomd Division, was in advance, We ar-
vived at the mouth of the gap about 4
P i, where we came to o halt. While
we  were there Gens. MePherson ansl
Dadge cnme up, and sat down on the
groumd amd 100k out o map,. They seemed
to hie talking over the situation,  They
wers nul over H) or 75 feet from our com-
pany, and we conld understand g little of
what they said, It scemwsd that they hal
not Tully determined whether it was best |

west

to try 1o reach Resaon, some seven or
cight miles away, that night.,  After re-
muning  there about one hour, we wepe
ordered to fall in, aod mwarehed thrangh

o the S3Uth Lowa in advanee, When
el the enst end of the gap it was
We went inte eamp for
the night, with the remainder of the bri-
gitde camped along through the g in
o rear. inelading the Stk 1L SOth
lowa was in frout, with two companivs
of the Dith HL, as we understood it, still
in our advance, perhaps a half-mile or
LlGre,

The next morning, between daylight and
stinride, the Oth 1. was attacked by the
rebel eavaley,  Hearing the guns, the 39t
Towa fell in Jine at onee and marched to
their velief,  We had marched ont pep-
haps a half-mile, when we met the 9th
IL falling back, closely followed by the
reliels,  The Confederates did oot  seem
to realize that there was any infantry
near them until they ran into our lines,
where o number were killed and ez ptured,

This ended all the fighting at the month
of Snake Creck Gap, and it was done by,
I think, only two companies of the Oth
I and the 39th lowa, and not by the
h L T do not wish to take anything
from the record of the SOth 111, as it was
as grand an old regiment as ever went
itite the service, but these honors belonged
o the 39th Towa, and not to the 30th 111,
We understond at the time that there were
only two companies of the Oth 110 with us
In taking possession of the gap, and I
think so yet, though in this I may be mis-
tiken,

Now, all of this night muarching and
fighting through the gap ix certainly not
correct. Az we arrived at the gap, at 3 or
ock in the afternoon. the two com-
punics of the Oth* L being in advance of
the 30th, wight have arvived an hour or
two earlier.  We marched throngh the gap
i the daytime, without a sit being ficed.

After driving the eavalry force back two
or three miles we mn ioto a large cavalry
force, and perhaps infantry. We then fell
back for a mile or two, and threw up
strong breastworks across the valley from
hill to hill, and held them until Sherman
came up with nearly all of his army.—
Cuas. Vax Goroer, Co. B, 39th Iowa,
Audubon, lowa.

Bherman's Bummers.

Evrror Natioxar TrinuNgE: As The
National Tribune comes on its weekly vis-
its, the first thing I look for is Gen. Green
B. Ruum’s articles on the Atlantn enm-
paign,  They are, of all written acvonnts,
the most correct and interesting to me,
haviog tromped over the ground myself
on that memorable oceasion,

am looking forward with no little
anxiety for the account of the mareh to
the sen from Atlanta, as I was detniled
from our regiment as one of “Sherman’s
bhummers,” so ecalled, and remained with
that body until its dissolution in 1863,
The “Sherman’s bummers™ of the Second
Brigade, Third Division, Fourteenth
Corps, were commanded by a Lieutenant.
I wounld like to know through The Na-
lional Tribune how many of these bum-
mers of the Second Brigade, Third Divi-
sion, survive, and their whereabouts: also
the name and address of the Lieutenant
in_command, if living, with the object of
a Iteunion at Washington in October next.
Thanking yon for this and other cour-
tesios.—1L. C. GneEex, Co. E, 8Tth Ind.,
West Bay City, Mich.

CAN CURE IN EVERY STAGE.

JOYFUL NEWS FOR SUFFERERN FROM
RHEUMATISM AND NEURALGEA,

A Boston Specialist Makes Poslilive Siate-
ment Which is Indorsed by Puab-
lisher Parkhursd,

Boston, September 1, 1902, — “You
may quote me as saying that I can cure
rhenmatism and  mneuralgia  In  every
stage,” said Dr, Stephenson, 5-14 Irving-
ton street, Boston, Mass, to the Boston
correspondent of this paper. “I have
never before made that statement, but I
have succeeded in demonstrating it be-
yond a doubt,"”

I. W. Parkhurst, the Boston publish-
er, indorses the doctor's siatement, and
declared he had never been so much as-
toniched and pleased by anything in his
life ns by his own cure, and of the same
result wpon hundreds of others whom he
caused to try it.

The main fentures of the treatment
that has proven so successful is the ac-
tive principle of the bark of a certain kind
of willow which has the wonderful power
of meutralizing the acids in the system.
Those afflicted should write to the dogtor

Lis #s follows:

JOSEPH H. HUNTER?

The Charge at Kenesaw.

Eprror Natosar Trinvxe: | think |
Gen, Raum is somewhat mistaken in his |
deseription of the charge June 27, 1864, |
I belonged to the Stth 1L, Thind lh'i;:n-iv.!
First Division, Fourth Corps, and we held |
the portion of the line betwern the charg- |
ing eolumns of Harker on the right am
Waguner on onr left.  Our front was cov-
ered by a o small, open field, with timber
on each side of the field, in which timbaer
the charge was made.  We moved to this)
plice from the front of Little Kenesaw on
June 22 amd my diary says we marehed
twa miles amd relieved Ward's Brigade of
the Twentivth (o We lay there till

Our ddivision (Stanley’s) support-
tharege on the 27th,
distunee between our works and
those of the rebels measured by triangula
tion by n topographical engineer was
l-"T‘: vards,

The enzineer who l'll--nslll'w] it was o
Licntenant and o German. 1 do not know
his name.  He told us we had the point |
i oappui of the whoele line,  So vou see
Newton's men did nor ave to eharge SO0
N ¢ to reach the Coofederate  works. |
Th were no hills in our froot amd only |
a single lHone of works. |

I think if the charge had been made as |
planned it would have been successful.
We were natified to be ready at dawn, andd
we were, We removed the abatis from
onr front amd had breakfast before day,
amd expected to see the charge made at
dawn.,  Bat instemd of that the charging
eolumn eaniv on with all the “pomp and !
vircnmstanee of glorions war,” thus giv-
ing the rebels the chanee to reinforee their
lines at this point and meet the charge
with double foree. It was fully an hone
after the charging column eame in full |
sight of the rebels” works before it made
the charge on them. We conll see the
rebels coming in to reinforee those in our
frent,  The charge on onr left, Wagner's
column, was not umnder fire over 20 min-
ntes, sl came out badly rattled.  The
column on onr right was ot driven back
to ite works, but held the ground and bnil
vworks elose np to the enemy. So I don't
how Gen. RRaum ean get Newton to
charge Little Kenesaw, when his eolnmn
wus il Jeast two miles to the right of it.—
ALEX (Carnovs, Co. H, S84th I, Third

dzude. First  Division, Fourth Corps,
Aledo, 111

st

A Cora-Husking Match.

With the hopes of stirring up members
of Co, IK, Ist U7, 8. Chasseurs (65th N.
Y. Comrade Henry Sheward, 426 Swan
St.. Dunkirk, N. Y., sends a copy of a
letter written by himself while the regi-
went was in camp on the Bladensburg
Rowd, near Washington, 1), C. The letter

Camp Cochrane,
Nov. 14, 1861,

Denr Sister: We were drilled in a new
way night hefore last. We were detailed
for fatigne duoty, and, after we had been
formesd in line, the Adjutant told onr Cap-
tain that he wanted 10 files, or 20 men,
to go to a corn-husking that night, 8o
about 8 o'clock in the evening we formed
and marched over to Middleton's, where
there was a hoge pile of corn waiting for
s, There were about 20 from other com-
panies there. We pitched in, Co, K first,
as she always is, and if that corn didn't
fly corn never did. After we had worked
for about half an hour the others pitched
in, but they could not make the corn fly
at all. 8o, after they had worked awhile,
the Adjutant came down from the house
with his girls. A= soon as he saw which
crowd was ot work, he said: “Pitch in,
Co. K;" then to his girls, “Now you will
see the corn fly.” We made it fiy; we
kept two niggers hard at work taking
the husks away. After we had got it all
husked, abont 11 o'clock, we were invited
into the house, where n fine supper was
waiting for us, and to which we did ample
Justice—especially to the ale. After sup-
per we filed out of the house and received
:!w[ thunks of the host; then homeward to
wdl,

Yesterday we  formed with our new
clothes on, and listened to a splendid
speech from onr Colonel, We had the

band from the 23d Pa. Regiment here and
wound up our proceedings with n grand
sing dance,

Our regiment is abont today to see onr
new division commander and hear the fare-
well address of Gen. Buell, who iz to go
to Kentucky.

Yonr affectionate brother,
HENRY SHEWARD,

e
81 and Shorty and Other Serials.

Eprror NaTioxarn TRIBUNE: I have
been a subseriber to your valuable paper
for a stroight 15 years, more or less. Can't
do without it. Sometimes I like things in
it. Sometimes I don’t. I always liked
your position on the pension question.
United States money applied to pensions
is not burned up; it always goes into the
general civenlation.  The merchants—gro-
cers, clothiers, shoemakers, farmers—ge
it. Ol soldiers can't keep it. I like your
stories, especially “Si and Shorty.” "The
incidents may or may not he specifically
true, but they are lifelike. I have no pa-
tience with comrades who want to give
the boys a furlough, although suggested,
I bhelieve, in a spirit of kindness, Let
Comrade MeElvoy carry them on in his
own way, until he sees fit to conclide the
story. and just as he pleases. That, I
think, will suit all of us. Gen. Raum,
“With the Western Army,” is all right,
and very interesting. “Picket Shots” al-
ways good. Don't particularly care for
any more “Who Goes There? or “A
Eriend with the Countersign,” or “Thirty-
six Years in the White House"—too gar-
rilous.  “A Volunteer in Luzon™ is also

A No. 1.—E. Hixuax, Co. B, 128th N. Y.
Stamford, N. Y.

L Comrade Jodd served in Co. K, 47t

PICKET SHOTS
From Alert Cosl;rlde.s :hﬂ‘ the Whole
Line.

T™E 111TH ILL.

Comrade Chris. Muolvany, Co, K, 111th
L, Fairmount, L, writes to correct a
statement by Comrade C. F. Roberts, Co.
E, Hth Ind., in The National Tribune of
Ang. 28 Comrade Mulvany states that
there was no Colonel of the 111th L by
the name of Moore, He further states

{that the 111th 1L was in the First Bri-

gade, and that this regiment was the first

to eross the ereck aml come ander fire
of the rebel guns at Resaen, amd when
L dohnston retrented was among the first
to start in pursuit,
FOR VICE-PRESIDENT,
Comrade R. 8. Sampson, Co. H, Sth
Tenn.  Cav., Knoxville, Tenn., is well

pleased with the speech of Hon. Henry
K. Gibson, and thinks that the comrades
shonld unite their efforts to give him the
Repablican nomination for Viee-President
in MM, He has done more for the vet-
erans than any other mun in Congress
froan the South.

SCATTERING,

Comrade William  Judd, of Mualhall,
Okla., expresses his intention of being
present  at  the National Encampment,
Ind,,
enlisting in 1861 and remaining with the
regiment until 1865, Although drawing a
private’s pay, he served by detail as Heg-
imental Chaplain, and later as Assistant
Surgeon.  He is now over 735 years of age.

Comrade E. B. Knapp, of San Jaciuto,
Cal,, ix among the vounger survivors of
the war of the rebellion. e enlisted July
4. 1863, in the 4th Ohio Indpt. Battalion
of Cavalry at the age of 16 years and 10
months, and served with that organization
seven months: re-enlisted in the 136th
Ohio amd served 100 days, and was dis-
charged from this latter organization be-
fore he had reached the age of 1S.

Comrade Samuel Peters, Co. [, 12th
Tenn. Cav., Fort Smith, Ark., enters a
protest aeninst the erection of a Confed-
erate monument in the National Cemetery
at Fort Smith, Ark. He explains the cir-
cumstance thus: When the Confederntes
hadl possession of Fort Smith, a number
of their dead were buried there; later
two small monuments were erected by
their friends; some years ago these monu-
wents were blown down by a cyclone;
the Duunghters of the Confederacy have
since raised money to erect a handsome
monnment. Comrade Peters bhelieves that
the Confedernte dead should be removed
from this National Cemetery, and the
Danghters of the Confederacy be permit-
ted to erect snch monument as they may
choose elsewhere than on  Government
gronnl,

Miss Lulu K. Gingrich, 1831 North 4th
St., Harrisburg, Pa., wonld like =ome one
to cend her a copy of ome poem deserib-
ing the battle of Antietam.

Lient. Hugh  sKibben, Co. €, 146th
Ohio, is now living at 1424 B, 12th ave
nne, Winfield, Kan. He would like to seo
something in The National Tribune from
memibers of his old command.,

Comrade Joseph Trax, Co. B, 20 W.
Va., of New Castle, Pa., will be in Wash-
ington during the National Encampment,
and have with him the famous Custer
relic cannen,  The eannon will be hanled
during the parade by the Third Cavalry
Division, Army of West Virginia.

Wm. II. Connery. Corporal, Troop F,
3¢ U, 8. Cav., writes that he has been
taking The National Tribune for many
years, but has seen very little from the
eavilry commands that operated around
Little Rock, Ark., from June, 194, to the
cloge of the war. Comrade Conners’s rec-
ollection is that the cavalry belonged to
Gen. Carr's Cavalry Corps, and that the
regiments composing the Corps were the
1sr, 2d, 3. 10th, 11th Mae., 1st and 4th
Towa, Ist and 4th Ark.,, 13th and 16th
1ML, 1st Ind. and 34 U. 8. Cav. Comrade
Connery would like to hear from members
af these commands with a view to arrang-
ing a rennion in Washington during the
National Encampment.,

Weak Men

Frof. Laborde’s Wonderful French Preparation

“CALTHOS”
Restores Failing Manhood.

DAYS’ TRIAL TREATMENT
Absolutely FREE by Sealed Mail.

No C. 0. D. or Prescription Scheme.

SKemd us your name and address and we will semld you
enough “CALTIHON 10 last five days 1t will be
sent In o sealed package by mail,

The marvelons French remidy “CALTIHOS™ re-
contly introduced In this country by The Von Mohi
Co., of Clnelonati, Ohio, one of the larmest) richest amd
mist responsible business firms in the United States,
has attracted the attentlon of the entire medionl profes
sion becunse of the wonderfal cures it hos etfected, I
vou suffer from Falling Manhood, Vardoocele, Weak-
ness of uny nature In the Onms or Nerves, (no matter
how cuised, ) “CALTHOS™ will restore you,

SCALTHON™ (4 the discovery of Prof. Jules Lo
hornde, famed in Paris as Fraunee's foremost specialiss,

“CALTHOS™ is the only remedy recognized by
the medical profession as a speciiic cure for weak men,

“SCALTHOS has (he cudorsement of the German
and French governments, anid Is largely used in the
stanalinge srmbes of those countries

All correspondence relating to the “*CALTHOS ™
department of our husiness is strictly confidential,

We neither publish nor furnish testimonials,

Address THE VON MOHL CO., 1718,
Largest lmt:um-rn of Stamland cllcllllﬂ. ol
¥

tos; Duplex grate;
Write for free descriptive

I'will ship to any Station in the United States for
THE CELEBRATED————

WILLARD STEEL RANGE

It ha s1x $ineh s 1sgallon reservolr:

Ins. wide, 12 lus. high; top cooking surface, 30x
burns wood or coal.
Terms: §10 with your order, balance rs,rnhlo. ll.'w‘: notes of § each or one note of §l5

Frepamtions in the U=
2 5.00
S ——

warming closet; oven 21 inx deep, 17
Inch lned th b with Asbes.
Guarmntesd In every respect; welghs 400 (bs,

AGENTS
WANTED.

WM. G. WILLARD, Dent. 19

und t
619-21 N, 4th Street,
ST. LOUIS, MO.

A NEW INVEN

Write 1 Mon
muwnﬁrb and

Bmeky wick ofl stoves,
o =i

explode o n
fris.. Moldom 30

Iy mse.

nigon. P
. WORLD

Women, st home
ting ageats for MARRIRON'S OFEN ¥ EMn BLUE

BIC MONEY
MAKER.

lhu'{ni hlf'ln‘
WIQ
Wonderful inven-

TION!

WRITE TOBAY FOIR OUR NPECIAL OFFER, NEW FLAN, E¥C. A
HANUFACTURING CO. gong Werld Bullding, CAECLENATE, OHI0.




